Cholinergic receptors in corpora cavernosa.
In a group of 13 patients who underwent penile surgery, a small amount of cavernosal tissue was removed and examined for content of cholinergic receptors. Three patients did not display any amount of cholinergic receptors. Values in the other 10 patients ranged from 34 to 136 femtomols. In another group of 61 impotent patients with some degree of preserved erectile capacity, cholinergic stimulation was administered to the patients and the response monitored. Preliminary data displayed improved erectile capacity in 41 per cent. Further studies are needed to identify impotent patients who might respond favorably to cholinergic stimulation.